iS4                MARY STUART.            ACT iv.

From your queen's grandsire, with all mortal rites
According with that faith I have professed
All my life-days as I was born therein,
This is the sum of all mine askings : whence
Well might I take it in ill part of you
To wish me seal my letter in your sight,
Bewraying your hard opinion of me.

Paulet.                                          This

Your own words well might put into my mind,
That so beside my expectation made
Proffer to take niy first assay for me
Of the outer part of it: for you must think
I was not ignorant that by sleight of craft
There might be as great danger so conveyed
Within the letter as without, and thus
I could not for ill thoughts of }ou be blamed,
Concurring with you in this jealousy :
For had yourself not moved it of yourself
Sir Drew nor I had ever thought on it.

Mary Stuart. The occasion why I moved it was but

this,

That having made my custom in time past
To send sometimes some tokens to your queen,
At one such time that I sent certain clothes
One standing by advised her cause my gifts
To be tried thoroughly ere she touched them; which
I have since observed, and taken order thus
With Nau, when last he tarried at the court,
To do the like to a fur-fringed counterpane
Which at that time I sent: and as for this,